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Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification Application 

Please refer to the “Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification Application Guidance” document for 

assistance with completing this application. 

A. Pre-Filing Meeting 
Please provide the date that a pre-filing meeting was requested 
from Nevada Division of Environmental Protection (NDEP) 
Bureau of Water Quality Planning (BWQP).  
 
Note: If a pre-filing meeting has not been requested, please 
schedule a pre-filing meeting with NDEP BWQP. 

Pre-Application with USACE & NDEP occurred on 02/19/2025 
however that was not recognized as an official pre-filing 
meeting.  
The official pre-filing meeting with NDEP & USACE occurred 
11/20/2025 

 

B. Contact Information 

Project Proponent Information 
     Company Name: South Meadows Association      Address: 1475 Terminal Way, Suite A 

     Applicant Name:      City: Reno 

     Phone: 775-851-3666 Fax:      State: NV 

     Email: toliveira@ncsreno.com      Zip Code: 89502 

Agent Information 
     Company Name: Nevada Environmental Consulting, LLC.      Address: 316 California Ave. #763 

     Agent Name: Matthew Setty      City: Reno 

     Phone: 775-544-1149 Fax:      State: NV 

     Email: matt@nvenv.net      Zip Code: 89509 

 

C. Project General Information 

Project Location 
Project/Site Name: South Meadows Association Thomas Creek 
Maintenance  

Name of receiving waterbody: Thomas Creek 

Address: 0 Gateway Drive Type of waterbody present at project location (select all that 
apply): 

     ☒ Perennial River or Stream 

     ☐ Intermittent River or Stream 

     ☐ Ephemeral River or Stream 

     ☐ Lake/Pond/Reservoir 

     ☐ Wetland  

     ☐ Other: ________________________ 

City: Reno 

County: Washoe 
 

State: NV 

Zip Code: 89521 

Latitude (UTM or Dec/Deg): 39.2637 Longitude (UTM or Dec/Deg): -119.4542 

Township: 18N Range: 20E Section: 8 ¼ Section: SE ¼ of NW ¼  

mailto:toliveira@ncsreno.com
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Project Details  
Project purpose: Project purpose is  maintenance activities within the Thomas 

Creek channel to restore the conveyance capacity and function 
of the existing waterway. Work will include removal of 
accumulated sediment and debris, minor channel reshaping, and 
vegetation management to prevent obstruction of flow and 
reduce localized flooding. These activities are necessary to 
maintain the channel in its previously authorized condition and 
ensure continued stability and performance of the existing 
drainage system. 

Describe current site conditions: 
 
Attachments can include, but are not limited to, relevant site 
data, photographs that represent current site conditions, or 
other relevant documentation. 

Current site condition consists of overgrown vegetation, 
sediment deposits and elevation disturbance impeding 
conveyance as designed. See Attachment A 

Describe the proposed activity including methodology of each 
project element: 

Reach #1 requires a 401 WQC for work in channel. 10CY of 
dredge, 9.25 CY of material above the OHWM for export  and 
0.75CY of permanent fill below the OHWM are prescribed. The 
fill will come from rock and material present from the restored 
head cut and banks. No outside material will be used for fill. 
The proposed activity and methodology for the project is 
described in full in Attachment B.  

Estimate the nature, specific location, and number of 
discharge(s) expected to be authorized by the proposed 
activity: 
 

Work in channel is planned to commence during low flow 
conveyance to minimize discharge. Turbidity is likely while 
debris is dredged (10cy) from channel and will be monitored 
during work; disturbance not to exceed the delta of NTU’s 
described by NDEP. Dredging activity will be completed in one 
day. Work will cease if a turbidity plume occurs, if applicable, 
the time and event description will be provided on the DMR.  
BMPs will be utilized to protect the inlet of culvert from 
sediment transport to the other side of the creek, which conveys 
to a retention pond to the east and continues to Reach #5 and 
on to Whites Creek. 

Provide the date(s) on which the proposed activity is planned 
to begin and end and the approximate date(s) when any 
discharge(s) may commence: 

Proposed activity is planned to begin upon receipt of requisite 
permits, before spring runoff. Project completion within 2-4 
working days during low-flow conveyance. Winter temperatures 
will aid in discharge control. Discharge may commence on the 
second day of activity. Anticipated plan is: Day 1 install BMPs, 
prep staging area in neighboring parking lot; Day 2 
dredge/minor reshaping & fill, Day 3/4 clean up, remove BMPs,  
and de-mobilize. 

Provide a list of the federal permit(s) or license(s) required to 
conduct the activity which may result in a discharge into 
regulated waters (see mandatory attachments): 
 

USACE NWP3 (maintenance). See attached federal application 
and site map in Attachment C. 
This project contains no engineered drawings, therefor plans for 
construction that are not already described, will be submitted 
prior to the start of the project.  

Provide a list of all other federal, state, interstate, tribal, 
territorial, or local agency authorizations required for the 
proposed activity and the current status of each authorization: 

NDEP 401 WQC (pending), NWP3 (pending), NDEP Temporary 
Discharge Permit (approved). This reach of Thomas creek was 
developed in the late 1990s. NVENV consulted with our 
archaeological, cultural resource subcontractors, which 
indicated this area does not contain the National Register of 
Historic Places or other cultural resources.  
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Total area of impact to regulated waterbodies (acres): 0.26 acres 

Total distance of impact to regulated waterbodies (linear feet): 200 linear feet 

Amount excavation and/or fill discharged within regulated 
waters (acres, linear feet, and cubic yards):   

Temporary: Permanent: 

200 LF (if needed to 
divert water) 
60mil visqeen, sandbag 
anchors 

0.26-ac; 200-lf; ≤0.75-cy.  
Dredge (excavation) will use 0.75-
cy of native material to redeposit 
within WOTUS to restore minor 
areas of bank scour. 

Amount of dredge material discharged within regulated 
waters (acres, linear feet, and cubic yards): 

Temporary: Permanent: 

 Reuse of native soil does not 
constitute a regulated discharge 

Describe the reason(s) why avoidance of temporary fill in 
regulated waters is not practicable (if applicable): 
 

Not applicable. 

Describe the Best Management Practices (BMPs) to be 
implemented to avoid and/or minimize impacts to regulated 
waters:  
 
Examples include sediment and erosion control measures, 
habitat preservation, flow diversions, dewatering, hazardous 
materials management, water quality monitoring, equipment 
or plans to treat, control, or manage discharges, etc. 

BMPs will include jute fabric to stabilize the bank and prevent 
future erosion. Remaining 8.45-cy of dredged material above the 
OHWM will be exported and piled in an upland location. A 
USFWS IPaC shows no state or federal species of concern. 
Thomas Creek is not a fishery nor LCT habitat by NDOW or 
USFWS. If water is flowing, we will divert water to one side of 
the creek, by hand placing sandbags to anchor a 60mil visqueen 
barrier to seal off area to excavate, ensure stability and 
eliminate seepage. Any turbidity will be monitored/recorded 
and work will cease if plume occurs  
 Other BMPs will adhere to Truckee Meadows Construction BMP 
handbook. Equipment used will be a low ground pressure, 
tracked mini excavator for dredging and hand crews. Equipment 
will be staged in the parking lot adjacent to the channel. Ground 
protection mats will be utilized to prevent damage to the banks. 
Ingress and egress to activity site will be cleaned of any track 
marks. All equipment will be washed and fueled off site prior to 
use. Spill kit is housed in the machine. 

Describe how the activity has been designed to avoid and/or 
minimize adverse effects, both temporary and permanent, to 
regulated waters:  
 

The project is designed to occur during low-flow conveyance to 
minimize temporary adverse effects (turbidity). BMPs are 
utilized to divert water (if flowing), to move water to opposite 
side of work area on each bank. 0.75-cy of native material that is 
dredged will be used in minor reshaping of channel and does not 
constitute a discharge.  

Describe any compensatory mitigation planned for this project 
(if applicable): 

Not applicable.  
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D. Signature 
Name and Title (Print): Matthew Setty 
(agent) 

Phone Number: 775-544-1149 Date: 10/25/2025 

Recoverable Signature

X
Signature of Responsible Official

Signed by: d6c9bcec-e9ab-428e-8e12-50d7598e284f  
 

Mandatory Attachments: 

• Federal Permit or License Application - A copy of the federal permit or license application and any readily available 

water quality-related materials that informed the development of the federal license or permit application. 

• Site Map - A map or diagram of the proposed project site including project boundaries in relation to regulated 

waters, local streets, roads, and highways. 

• Engineered Drawings - Engineered drawings are preferred to be submitted at the 70% design level. If only 

conceptual designs are available at the time of application, plans for construction should be submitted prior to 

the start of the project. Specific locations of the proposed activities and details of specific work elements planned 

for the project should be identified (e.g., staging areas, concrete washouts, perimeter controls, water diversions, 

or other BMPs). 

Submit the completed application materials to NDEP (ndep401@ndep.nv.gov) with the appropriate U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers Regulatory Office copied on the communication 

(http://www.spk.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/Contacts/Contact-Your-Local-Office/). 

mailto:ndep401@ndep.nv.gov
http://www.spk.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/Contacts/Contact-Your-Local-Office/


Attachment A - Current Site Condition 
 

 

 

  



Appendix A



Attachment B – Proposed Activity & Methodology 
 

Project (i.e. Reach 1) purpose is to perform maintenance activities within the Thomas Creek channel 
to restore the conveyance capacity and function of the existing waterway. Project shall commence 
upon acceptance of requisite permits, during low-flow conditions. The anticipated construction 
completion shall be within four (4) days. Work will include removal of accumulated sediment and 
debris, minor channel reshaping & stabilization, and vegetation management to prevent obstruction 
of flow and reduce localized flooding. These activities are necessary to maintain the channel in its 
previously authorized condition and ensure continued stability and performance of the existing 
drainage system.  

The project will implement standard best management practices (BMPs) to minimize temporary 
disturbance and protect water quality during in-channel maintenance. Work will be conducted 
during low-flow conditions, with appropriate erosion and sediment control measures, installed prior 
to construction and maintained throughout. If water diversion is needed, BMPs will include 
temporary fill of 200-linear feet to move flow to one side of the channel. This temporary fill will consist 
of hand placed 60mil Visqueen, anchored via folding over 14”x26” stacked sandbags. Temporary fill 
for this method shall not exceed 8.6CY. The probability of that footprint being smaller if the project is 
completed during low flow conditions is likely. See example below.  

 



The volume of material anticipated to be permanently discharged into Waters of the U.S. is 
approximately 0.75 cubic yards. This material consists entirely of native soil excavated on site during 
sediment removal and will be reused to backfill small areas of scour or bank erosion caused by 
stream hydrology. No imported material is proposed, and all placement will occur from the top of 
bank, with no equipment entering the waterway. During excavation of sediment and debris during 
low flow conditions, downstream turbidity is anticipated to be minimal due to the improper grading 
of the channel (see Figure 2). Wattles will be placed at the ingress of the culvert. Turbidity will be 
monitored during construction activities. If a plume occurs lasting longer than 15 minutes (as 
described in permit conditions) work will cease and the qualified biologist will be consulted before 
work may continue. The remaining grading at the ingress of culvert will remove any sediment, debris 
collected there and wattles will be removed upon completion of project. Vegetation not used for 
backfill will be placed in designated upland areas for erosion control and/or off hauled.  

No compensatory mitigation is needed for this project. Thomas Creek channel is not being altered 
from its original conveyance, rather it is being restored. No impact to wetlands. No alteration to 
channel substrate; only removal of sediment/debris impeding channel flow. Dredged material will be 
used as backfill to correct the bank scours that have occurred. Remaining dredged material will be 
spread in the upland, should material in excess of what is needed for backfill or erosion control in the 
uplands, material will be hauled off to the appropriate refuse center.  

Equipment will be staged outside of the channel in an adjacent hotel parking lot. Equipment for this 
project consists of a low ground pressure tracked mini excavator with ditching bucket and hand tools. 
Prior to use, equipment will be washed and fueled off site. Spill kit for excavator is located in the cab 
of the machine. In the event of any fuel or fluid releases, work will stop and excavator will return to 
staging area. Equipment shall approach from pedestrian pathways on either side of the channel. 
Ground protection mats will be utilized at banks to limit ground disturbance and as track out 
measures to prevent damage to pathways. Disturbed bank areas will be stabilized and revegetated, 
as applicable, following completion of work.  

 

  







BMPs 

Equipment 
Staging Area 

Hand placed Visqueen & Sandbags to divert water to 
either side of the channel during construction activity 

Hand placed wattles to catch 
sediment during construction activity 
activity 

BMPs 









Attachment C – USACE Application & Aquatic Delineation  
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