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The 1960s saw a rise of the environmental movement. Rachel Carson wrote Silent Spring 
(1962) documenting the adverse environmental effects caused by the indiscriminate use of 
pesticides. There was an oil spill in Santa Barbara in 1969 that ranks as the third largest oil 
spill behind the Exxon Valdez and Deepwater Horizon. In addition, the Cuyahoga River 
caught fire in 1969.
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No known photos exist of the 1969 fire, but photos of a 1952 fire on the Cuyahoga River 
were widely printed. This was the 13th time the Cuyahoga River caught fire. A month after 
the fire, Time Magazine printed a story about the incident which fueled the growing 
environmental movement.
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NEPA requires federal agencies to assess the environmental effects of their proposed 
actions prior to making decisions). EPA's mission is to protect human health by 
safeguarding the air, water,  and land. Prior to the Clean Water Act, there was the Refuse 
Act (part of the Rivers and Harbors Appropriations Act) of 1899 and the Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act. The Refuse Act focused on keeping waterways free of obstacles for 
navigation, it also prohibited the dumping of any solid waste into rivers and harbors. The 
Federal Water Pollution Control Act was the first Federal legislation to deal with water 
pollution directly. Under the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, enforcement was limited.
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From 1979 to 1983, the National Urban Runoff Program investigated urban stormwater 
pollution.
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In 1987, the information obtained from the National Urban Runoff Program was used to 
amend the Clean Water Act to include Stormwater.
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As reported in the National Water Quality Inventory 1996 Report to Congress (US EPA, 
1998d), urban runoff was the leading source of pollutants causing water quality impairment 
related to human activities in ocean shoreline waters and the second leading cause in 
estuaries across the nation. 
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Nevada is the driest state in the nation.
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With Nevada being the driest state in the nation, water is our most valuable resource.
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Through the Clean Water Act, industry can help protest our water resources by preventing 
pollution runoff in their stormwater.
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