EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

2006 WHITE PINE COUNTY WATER RESOURCES PLAN

The 2006 White Pine County Water Resources Plan has been prepared to guide the development,
management, and use of water resources within the County during the next fifty years. Decision
makers in White Pine County can use the information in the Plan to achieve the goals of: 1)
maintaining and improving environmental quality in White Pine County and 2) n}a:nt_alnzng and
improving quality of life for the residents of White Pine County. The 2006 White Pine County
Water Resources Plan identifies the goals and objectives and the institutional framework for the
planning process, the guiding principles, and the Water Resources Plan’s relati:}nsh'ip'r to other
planning documents. The plan details the County’s economic history; current conditions and
water use; on-going development and water use based on projects underway, in development, or
under discussion; and potential future economic development. The Plan concludes with a
discussion of the issues, goals and objectives, policies, and strategies for management of water
resources. The Attachments to the Water Resources Plan provide additional detail on the
statutory and regulatory setting, basic hydrographic information, an annotated bibliography on
related topics, and the workbook for the GIS database. In addition, the Attachments provide an
annually updated demographic profile, an annual evaluation of the progress made in
accomplishing the County’s water resource goals, and the White Pine County Water Resources
Annual Action Plan to implement the Plan’s recommendations.

The 2006 Water Resource Plan has been developed in a manner consistent with Nevada State
water law and with the assistance and guidance of the state’s Water Resource Planning Section.

The Plan envisions growth in the next five to ten years in traditional economic sectors including
mining, agriculture, and tourism (which is based largely on outdoor recreational opportunities in
the County). In addition it projects growth due to development of the White Pine Energy Station
proposed by LS Power, the Ely Energy Center proposed by Sierra Pacific Power, proposed wind
energy projects, residential growth including second and retirement homes, new facilities to
accommodate increased tourist and business travel, growth of new small industrial firms locating
in the area due to the quality of life, and industrial growth due to reinstatement of rail freight
service. The Plan projects potential economic development over the next fifty years in
agriculture, mining and oil exploration and production, residential development, tourism, and
industrial development based on the location, known resources, climate and soil conditions,
existing land uses, and transportation and transmission corridors. The Plan identifies Steptoe,
Spring, Snake, Butte, and White River Valleys as the primary basins for development in the
County. Newark, Railroad, Long, Jakes, Tippett, and Pleasant Valleys support agriculture as
well as some mining and oil exploration activity and have been identified as secondary basins.
Small portions of Huntington, Ruby, Antelope, Deep Creek, Hamlin, Cave, Lake, and Little
Smokey Valleys are located in White Pine County but their economic development and water
use are tied to development in neighboring Counties. Steptoe Valley currently houses the
primary municipal, commercial, and industrial sectors for the C ounty plus historical use for
1griculture, wildlife, and tourism. The development potential in Steptoe V alley may exceed its
Qv 1|I able water resources and the County has identified the need to consider future intra-coun ty.
mtar-basin transters of water to accommodate its potential for zrowth






